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This is the third installment in a series of articles about 
password changes coming to DCPS. Click HERE to review
previous articles in the Grapevine archives.

By Steve Burton

DCPS Computer Operations Director

In the first article in this series, I emphasized the reasons why

the best password is a long passphrase – the longer, the 

better. I stand by that statement. 

However, passphrases do have one 

pitfall – but fortunately, it is one that is

easily overcome.

Quite simply, a passphrase should be

relatively unique because “common”

passphrases can be guessed by a

hacker’s tool. As an example, 

let’s look at the well-known phrase 

“to be or not to be.” At 18 characters 

(including spaces), it exceeds the new

standard of a 15-character minimum.

However, is it a good passphrase? Can we make it better,

stronger and more secure, while still meeting the other 

requirement of a passphrase: “Easy to remember”? I think so.

First, we could capitalize and punctuate the sentence, either

properly by using those long-forgotten rules of elementary

school writing: “To be, or not to be.” Or we could be a little

more creative, such as “To Be, or Not to Be!” We could even

stick in a favorite special character: “To*be*or*not*to*be.”

Or we could make it more personal: “Steve will be, or will

not to be.”

Each of those variations makes that passphrase harder for a

hacker to guess … but still easy for YOU to remember. 

And speaking of making it personal, someone pointed out to

me they have a favorite password they hated to give up. 

I understand that! Guess what: You don’t have to. You can 

incorporate your favorite password into your new passphrase.

Let’s say your password honors your mom by using her 
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initials and birthdate, “PFB112836” (nine characters).

You could try using “PFB-11/28/1936” — but that’s

still only 14 characters, so let’s go a step further. What

about “P.F.B. 11/28/1936”? Got it! It’s 17 characters,

easy to remember ... and I get to think of Mom each

time I log in. Or you could take the essence of your

password in another direction, like “Love u mom

11/28/36.”

These are just a few examples to help you find that 

perfect passphrase that’s secure and personal and easy

to remember.

Steve Burton

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/District/Links-Forms


Yes, It Really Is Possible!
Dr. Charles Fay, one of the creators of the Love and Logic

Parenting Program, is coming to Daviess County from the

Love and Logic Institute in Denver.

He is an expert in the field of 

parenting and travels the country

helping overwhelmed parents gain

control and confidence. You will

gain valuable insights into children

from tiny ones all the way up to

high schoolers. Join us for amazing 

parenting advice and some laughs

along the way. 

Dr. Fay’s presentation on “How to

Raise Respectful, Responsible

Kids” is from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 3, in the

Owensboro Health auditorium, 1201 Pleasant Valley Road

(Entrance B). This FREE presentation is sponsored by the

Daviess County Public Schools district and Owensboro

Health Regional Hospital.   

Space is limited! There are only 300 slots available and

they are going fast! Sign up HERE or by visiting

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054cadad2aa1f49

-howtoraise

The Love and Logic Institute is dedicated to making 

parenting and teaching fun and rewarding, instead of

stressful and chaotic. This program will empower you

with practical tools and techniques designed to help adults

achieve respectful, healthy relationships with their 

children and students. Love and Logic uses humor, hope

and empathy to build up the adult/child relationship. This

strategy emphasizes respect and dignity for both children

and adults, and provides real limits in a loving way while

also teaching consequences and healthy decision-making.

Childcare is not available for this event. For more 

information, contact DCPS district social worker

Christina Dalton at christina.dalton@daviess.kyschools.us

How to Raise

Respectful,

Responsible Kids

Dr. Charles Fay

The Everybody Counts Council at Audubon Elementary

School is selling a special shirt for disability awareness.

The ECC is designed to focus on advocating for students

with special needs at AES and in our community. 

“Everyone is unique and should be celebrated for who

they are,” said project coordinator Sara Duke. 

T-shirts have a “Love” and heart design on the front with

the words “Disability Awareness” on a black background.

The back features a colorful design with the message

“Choose love, integrity, inclusion, kindness, compassion,

community, abilities, friendship, empathy, diversity, 

acceptance, respect, equality – Choose to be inspired by

others’ abilities.” 

Cost is $10 for T-shirt and $15 for long-sleeved T’s in

youth and adult sizes (extra for 2X-4X sizes) and order

deadline is Friday, Feb. 14. Click HERE for order form;

send cash or checks payable to AES to Sara Duke at

Audubon Elementary School.

Everybody Counts!

Are you or a colleague doing something

new, interesting, exciting? 

Let us know! 

Send information and photographs to

grapevine@dcps.org

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054cadad2aa1f49-howtoraise
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/Sara Duke AES Everybody Counts Council (1).pdf?id=43289


Make an Impact: Let

Your Voice Be Heard
The Kentucky Department of Education has announced

the upcoming launch of the 2020 Impact Kentucky 

Working Conditions Survey. The survey is open through

Friday, Feb. 20. 

Impact is much more condensed and is more in touch 

with current concerns in the field of education than the

previous TELL Kentucky survey.

The survey is designed to provide all certified Kentucky

public school staff members with an opportunity to make

their voices heard. We encourage all DCPS certified staff

members to take this opportunity to share your thoughts

and make an impact with this confidential survey, which

guides the implementation of policies and procedures 

designed to maximize teacher effectiveness in our

schools. 

KDE has worked with SBDM councils at schools across

Kentucky to identify teacher leaders at each school to

serve as the Impact Kentucky School Survey coordinator.

DCPS coordinators are listed below. Contact the person at

your school for more information.

AES — Elizabeth Hunter BES — Melissa Reed

CHES — Katie Janoski DPES — Hannah Corbett

EVES — JoBeth Grigsby HES — Sharon Warren

MLES — Kara Nash SES — Sharon Warren

SOES — Kim Collignon TES — Cassandra Chatmon

WLES — Nicole Martin WES — Jeremy Stone

BMS — Teresa Perkins

CVMS — Teresa Smith

DCMS — Olga Payne

AHS — Jonathan Paff

DCHS — Trina Riney

HPHS — Danielle Ellis

Valley — Barb McGarvie

ODT — Lee Hepler

As School Board Appreciation Month comes to a close at

the end of January, we are proud to share this letter of

thanks submitted by a parent who appreciates the hard

work and dedication of our DCPS Board of Education:

I would like to extend thanks to Dr. Tom Payne, Frank

Riney III, Dale Stewart, Todd Anderson and James 

Morgan for all they do with our school board. They do an

amazing job and I wanted to let them know how thankful

I and other members of the Parent Leadership Committee

are of them. Their efforts to help solve current problems

within the district and prevent future mishaps are what

make DCPS an elite school district within the state. 

Keep up the great work!

— Lori A Brubaker

School Board

Appreciation Month

Digital Backpack
Is your school, club or team

sponsoring an event that is open

to the public and/or students

from other schools? Is your 

family looking for information

about community events and fun

activities? Check out the DCPS

Digital Backpack!

Click HERE or go to

www.dcps.org ... Look under “Parents” or “Community”

to review contents of the Digital Backpack. Items are 

updated regularly so check back often! Want to submit an

item to be posted? Send information to contact@dcps.org 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack


DCPS will present an informational meeting regarding

the Early College Academy at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 30, in Room 107 of the Advanced Technology Center

on the Owensboro Community and Technical College 

campus, 4800 New Hartford Road. If DCPS schools are

closed on Jan. 30 for inclement weather, the meeting will

be rescheduled.

Current high school sophomores and their families are 

invited to attend the Jan. 30 meeting to learn more about

Early College Academy.

Applications are posted on the DCPS website at

www.dcps.org and will be accepted until March 13 for

classes to begin in the fall.

Early College Academy is open to students who are in

good academic standing at their high school. Students

must be on track for high school graduation, must have

met college ACT benchmarks including an ACT English

18, ACT Math 19 and ACT Reading 20. Students enrolled

in this program carry a rigorous course load at OCTC and

are expected to graduate with both their high school

diploma and an associate’s degree.

Acceptance letters will be mailed beginning the week of

March 27. Additional letters of acceptance will be mailed

after April ACT scores are reported to the high schools.

Early College registration for those accepted will take

place in April and May in the College and Career 

Readiness centers at the high schools. Participants will

register for a time slot after receiving a letter of 

acceptance.

Contact the College and Career Readiness coach or 

guidance counselor at your school to learn more: 

Apollo High School – CCR coach Kelly Spaw, 

kelly.spaw@daviess.kyschools.us

Daviess County High School – CCR coach Trey Pippin, 

trey.pippin@daviess.kyschools.us

College and Career Readiness Update
Learn about DCPS Dual Credit Opportunities
We encourage all DCPS staff members to be familiar

with the many dual credit opportunities that are available

for our students. There are many 

exciting events coming up that

are designed to spotlight these 

academies and programs!

Life Science Academy 

Open House / Expo

Life Science Academy students

will host their annual Expo event

at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24, at the

Humanities Building, Blandford

Hall, on the campus of 

Owensboro Community and

Technical College. Following a short informational 

presentation, a variety of science booths will allow our

students to showcase some of the exciting projects that

have worked on this year. The Expo is open to all current

eighth-grade students who are interested in biology,

STEM careers (science, technology, engineering, 

mathematics) or biomedical fields of study. It will be a

great opportunity for current eighth-graders and their 

families to see all the exciting things happening at the 

Life Science Academy and decide if this is the right 

opportunity for them as they enter high school. 

Applications will be accepted from Jan. 15 to June 1. 

Visit www.LifeScienceAcademy.net to learn more.

(Note: If DCPS schools are closed on Feb. 24, this event

will be rescheduled to 6 p.m. March 2.)

Engineering Academy Open House / Expo

The Engineering Academy will host an Open House and

Expo at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, at Apollo High School.

This event is open to all current eighth-grade students and

their families who are interested in learning more about

this academy, the courses we offer and requirements for

admission. The Expo will also feature demonstrations of

projects our current Engineering Academy students have

been working on this year! 

Visit www.ApolloPLTW.weebly.com to apply for 

admission to the Engineering Academy between Jan. 15

and June 1. 

(Note: If DCPS schools are closed on Feb. 25, this event

will be rescheduled to 6 p.m. March 3.)

Amanda Jerome

Need More Information?

I am here to help!

amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us



Key Dates

for February
This list of key dates is provided at the beginning of each

month to assist in planning for special activities and

learning projects at your school. Note: This list may not

include all special occasions.

The month of February is:

I Love to Read Month

African-American History Month

Career and Technical Education Month

International Boost Self-Esteem Month

National Children’s Dental Health Month

Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month

Special weeks:

Feb. 3-7 – National School Counseling Week

Feb. 11-17 – Random Acts of Kindness Week

Feb. 22-29 – National FFA Week

Feb. 24-March 1– Eating Disorders Awareness Week

Special days:

Feb. 1 – National Freedom Day

Feb. 2 – Groundhog Day

Feb. 2 – Super Bowl Sunday

Feb. 3 – National Job Shadow Day

Feb. 12 – Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday

Feb. 14 – St. Valentine’s Day

Feb. 17 – National PTA Founders Day

Feb. 17 – President’s Day

Feb. 17 – DCPS Make-Up Day

Feb. 14 – Frederick Douglass Day

Feb. 22 – George Washington’s Birthday

Feb. 22 – World Thinking Day

Every Day in DCPS:

Kids First!

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org  (Remember, this

information is good for every day of the week, not just

Monday!) 

The anonymity of the internet allows for some seriously

boorish behavior, and there’s even a term for it: 

“cyberbullying.”

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) tracks instances of

cyberbullying (also known as electronic bullying). In their

most recently study, they found that 15% of high school

students and 24% of middle school students reported

being cyberbullied. However, that number may be low.

According to research published by the Pew Research

Center in 2018, 59% of U.S. teens claimed to have been

bullied or harassed online.

As concerned as we are about this issue facing our 

students, the truth is that online bullying affects people of

all age groups – not just kids. We all know that it only

takes one nasty comment or remark to leave you swirling

in a spiral of self-doubt.

Click HERE for some guidelines and ideas about how

you can protect yourself (or your friends or your children)

from the social media bullies, haters, trolls and general

meanies.

https://www.destressmonday.org/how-to-deal-with-internet-trolls-haters-cyberbullies-and-general-meanies/?utm_source=Healthy+Monday&utm_campaign=209384479c-HM_1_27_2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b96fa14bc8-209384479c-67492765


Credit Union Corner

Start Erasing Debt!

For the month of January, we are offering an incentive for

you to make a move towards eliminating your debt!

Transfer all your high interest debt to our ONE low

interest Visa and get 5,000 Reward points! Our cards have

no annual fee and fixed rates as low as 7.9%*. Don’t miss

out!
*Must meet credit requirements. Points given to any new or current platinum

credit card account with a minimum $500 transferred balance.

Scholarship Applications Available NOW! 

Each year Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union

gives away two $500 scholarships to members interested

in furthering their education. The William E. Morris 

Continuing Education Scholarship is for students age 21

and older and the Richard E. Skaggs Scholarship for those

21 and younger. 

Scholarship applications may be picked up at the Credit

Union or are available to download and print from our

website at www.dctfcu.com/scholarships

Please Note: Applicants must be eligible to enter an 

accredited U.S. college, university or technical school in

the fall of 2020. Applicants for the Richard E. Skaggs

Scholarship must be attending college for the first time in

the fall of 2020 and/or must be under the age of 21 by 

application deadline. Applicants for the William E. Morris

award must desire to further his/her education in the fall

of 2020 and must be 21 years old or older by application

deadline. Previous scholarship winners are not eligible.

The deadline for submission is March 9. Scholarships will

be awarded at the 49th DCTFCU Annual Meeting. Call

the Credit Union at 270-684-8954 for more information.

Daviess County Teachers

Federal Credit Union
1900 Southeastern Parkway      

270-684-8954      www.dctfcu.com

Drive-Through Hours

Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Lobby Hours

Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Save the Date: Annual Meeting – March 24

Mark your calendars for the 49th Annual Meeting on

Tuesday, March 24, in the Daviess County High School

cafeteria. We will be giving away $1,000 in cash prizes

and a free giveaway to every member who attends! Come

enjoy a delicious meal catered by Old Hickory and meet

with the Board and staff of DCTFCU! You will also have

the opportunity to vote for your Board of Directors so

take advantage of your Credit Union membership! Tickets

will go on sale Feb. 17.

Holiday Closing

The Credit Union

will be closed on

Monday, Feb. 17,

for President’s Day.


